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On three research days this graph shows how many times we came 
across access problems…

Results
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Parking on double yellow lines Kerbs too small
Roadworks/Construction Trouble getting off the bus
Crossing roads Parking on pavements
Cars don't stop at crossings Lorries
Poor road markings Cars parked in bus stop
Street furnishings Non-corresponding drop kerbs
Uneven/too angled drop kerbs Poor quality pavements
Overhanging trees Litter/dog mess



Access to bus being 
lowered for wheelchairs

Small spaces for wheel chairs 
compared to space for pedestrians 

Too steep Roadworks



Building works on pavement
Forced to use road

Washing machines in superstore
By disabled parking-no space 

Too small islands Non corresponding drop kerbs-
motorised wheel chairs?



Slippery Poor road markings –
at risk of danger 

Parking on pavements-
no access

Electrical boxes -
restrict access



Recommendations






What do you hope to achieve?
For people;
• To think about their actions and what they do to us.
• To stop these issues getting worse.
• We just want the same rights as everyone else in our 

communities.
• Make sure all the people in Torfaen and across Wales will have 

an understanding about our issues.



Lleisiau Bach Little Voices is the approach used by the Observatory on Human 
Rights of Children to empower children as researchers and as advocates, to 
help embed human rights in children’s everyday places and to enable age-
inclusive co-production of change.

The Observatory is an initiative based at Swansea and Bangor Universities, 
working with a wide range of partners and disciplines to help ensure that the 
human rights of children and young people are respected, protected and 
fulfilled.

Little Voices Being Heard, funded by the National Lottery Community Fund, is 
a project running between 2017-2020 aiming to provide children and adults 
with the skills and opportunities to co-produce positive change in their 
communities. It builds on the work undertaken during both the Little Voices 
Big Choices (2012–14) and Little Voices Shouting Out (2014–17) projects that 
tested the Lleisiau Bach method of children as researchers and expanded its 
use to deliver research projects across Wales.

- Welsh Government



The Government has
placed a legal duty on many people and
organisations within our communities
to help remove barriers, including
changes in policy and practice, physical
alterations such as ramps, priority
parking spaces or better signage, or
additional services such as extra
support staff, induction loops for those
with hearing aids, or interpreters for
those using British Sign Language.

The goal is to ensure that
disabled people can access things like
education, employment, housing,
community facilities and services, and
local groups and associations.

Many charities work to
highlight problems and push for further
improvements, and recently the UK
Government agreed to look into ending
pavement parking.

There are over 13 million
people, including 800,000 children
under 16, with disabilities right now in
the UK.

In Wales, a quarter of the
population report having a physical or
mental disability. This works out at
over 700,000 people in Wales!

Barriers within our communities can
make it more difficult for people with
disabilities to get out and about and
participate fully in community life.

Some of these barriers include;
parking on pavements, narrow
pavements, non-corresponding drop
kerbs, non-disabled people using
priority spaces, buses and taxis
without proper disability access, lack
of disability friendly facilities, or
misunderstanding, discrimination and
prejudice within society.

All of these and more can make day to
day living harder.

Despite government and community action,
there are still many barriers in place.
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