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A Curriculum Policy for the Early Years 

 

1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the provision for pre-

school and reception aged children at Crownbridge school. 
 
1.2 This school policy reflects the consensus of opinion of all of the teaching staff and has 

the agreement of the Governing Body.  
 
1.3 The implementation of this policy is primarily the responsibility of the teaching staff in 

the Nursery/Class 1. 
 

2 Nature of Early Years Provision 
 
2.1 Pupils have an entitlement to the “Desirable Outcomes” programmes of study. 
 
2.2 The broad aim of our Early Years provision is to foster the development of skills, 

attitudes and concepts in a stimulating environment for learning, enabling our children 
to become increasingly mature, caring, independent and thinking individuals. 

 
2.3 The planning of our curriculum is based upon the 6 areas in the Early Learning Goals 

document. These 6 areas are as follows: 
 
 a)  Language, Literacy and Communication 
 
 b)  Mathematics 
 
 c)  Knowledge & Understanding of the World 
 
 d)  Personal & Social Development 
 
 e)  Physical Development 
 
 f)  Creative Development 
 

3 Implementation 
 
3.1 Activities will also be structured to help as many of our children as possible to begin to 

make choices about colour and medium and to begin to differentiate sounds without 
visual clues, e.g. animals, instruments, voices, etc 

 
3.2 Whilst much of the emphasis in the early years will be concerned with structuring 

experiences, learning opportunities will also be developed for each individual child, by 
means of an individual educational programme.  These programmes will emphasise 
certain skills and concepts within the 6 developmental areas in a highly structured way, 
setting short as well as medium and long term teaching objectives.  
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3.3 Most of the curriculum will be experienced through play as a means to helping the 
children to develop skills, concepts and attitudes.  Every effort will be made to help the 
children develop from solitary play through parallel and associative to co-operative 
play. 

 
3.4 Staff will work closely with the Speech Therapist, Physiotherapists and Occupational 

Therapists in the development and implementation of appropriate programmes. 
 
3.5 As many opportunities as possible will be provided for children to have access to 

switches, touch screens and other forms of IT  which will help to develop their sense 
of control over events in their lives, as well as to give access to a range of curriculum 
areas. 

 

4 Assessment 
 
4.1  A range of assessment tools are used to establish a base line of existing capabilities 

through structured observation.  This information is used as a basis for setting 
individual priorities for new learning and for the development of a range of teaching 
ideas.  These include, Torfaen’s Baseline Assessment for Early Years, Pre National 
Curriculum level descriptors and others advised by speech therapist, physiotherapist, 
occupational therapist and other professionals. 

 
4.2 All pupils have an individualised education plan which comprises approximately 3 

targets for learning.  They relate to the key of development of:- 
 
 - Communication / Literacy 
 - Numeracy skills 
 - Working with others 
 - Thinking skills 
 
4.3 Ongoing assessment is made by measuring the progress made by individual children 

towards the priorities and teaching targets established for them. 


