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HISTORY CURRICULUM POLICY 

 

This Policy reflects the school’s values and philosophy in relation to teaching and 
learning of History. It sets out the framework within which teaching and non-
teaching staff can operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching and 
assessment. The Policy is intended to be used in conjunction with the Long Term 
Plan for the subject and gives details of the work to be covered in each Key 
Stage. 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 As a foundation subject within the Welsh National Curriculum, all pupils have a 

statutory entitlement to have access to History and will be helped to develop their 
skills, knowledge and understanding, to the extent of their individual abilities and 
needs. 

 
2. The Nature of History 
 
2.1 History has 4 skill elements, under the general headings of; 
 

 Chronological awareness 
 Interpretations of history 
 Historical enquiry 
 Organisation & communication  

 
2.2 Delivery of these elements will involve: 
 

 Pupils are given the opportunity to sequence events, routines and changes 
 Measure time using clocks etc 
 Recognise changes caused over time, seasons 
 Begin to see difference between ways of life at different times 
 Use historical resources 
 Look at different representations the past  
 Pupils developing an understanding through learning through a range of 

historical contexts. These are based on the local area and the wider 
context of Wales. They also include examples of Britain. The focus is on 
characteristics of daily aspects of life during the selected contexts e.g. 
homes, food, clothes past times etc. 

 
 
Areas of study are detailed in a long tem plan and include learning through the 
context of the Time and People. 
 

2.3 In each Key Stage much of the subject will be delivered through discrete projects. 
However history does lends itself to cross-curricular work and so may also be 
delivered as a part of topics involving other subjects e.g. seasons in science, time 
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in maths. Some aspects will also be covered in a continuous way throughout 
each day /week / term e.g. knowledge of sequence events, routines 

 
3.  Entitlement 
 
3.1 All pupils will have access to History in order to develop their subject-specific 

skills, knowledge and understanding to the extent that they are able to do so. 
 
3.2  For the majority of our pupils however, acquisition of subject knowledge can be 

difficult and so our main focus for many will be to use History lessons to provide a 
series of very important and stimulating contexts where there the pupils can 
learn, develop and consolidate their key skills:  

 
a) communication,  
b) numeracy,  
c) working with others,  
d) ICT,  
e) thinking and problem solving, and  
f) Reflecting and improving their own performance. 

 
4.  Implementation 
 
4.1  Foundation Phase and Key Stages 2-3 
 

Utilising the agreed Long Term Plan for Foundation Phase and Key Stages 2-3 
and supported by the Equals Scheme of Work for History, each teacher will 
develop a tailor-made Medium Term Plan (covering 1 term) for each of the units 
involved. This will comprise the Scheme of Work for the subject.  
 
Each teacher will allocate time to History delivery. How this time is organised is at 
the teacher’s and department leader’s discretion, and may vary weekly or termly 
according to how the teacher feels is most appropriate for their class or group. 
History is generally delivered in partnership with geography on an ‘every other 
term’ basis, alternating with geography. This arrangement comprises the 
Humanities curriculum. 
 
Aspects of the History curriculum lends itself to continuous teaching through the 
day / week / year – sequencing events & routines. 
 
In Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 & 3 History will be delivered by class 
teachers. 

 
4.2  14-19 Pathways  
 

 In the 14-19 age group students will access the subject through the Equals 
“Moving On” scheme.  

 
5. Management of History Policy  
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5.1  Planning 
 

Planning for History will be based on: 
 

a) A Long Term Plan covering all Key Stages 
b) The published Equals Scheme of Work for History 
c) Medium Term Plans specifically tailor-made for each class, indicating 

how the topic will be covered in the term 
d) Short term plans indicating how each lesson will be organised and 

delivered 
 
Within each Key Stage there will be a rolling cycle of topics to be covered which 
will ensure that the subject delivery is broad and balanced, covers all strands and 
provides continuity and progression. 
 
All pupils will participate in the subject at a level appropriate to their 
developmental ability rather than their chronological age. Consequently teachers, 
when developing their medium term plans, will draw on what they feel is the most 
appropriate material from the National Curriculum Orders and published or 
unpublished schemes available.  
 
It is expected that the Equals Scheme of Work will prove the most useful and 
appropriate source for planning work in History. However it can be augmented 
with information from other schemes. 
 
Teachers will also ensure that their planning meets the Key Skills needs of all the 
pupils in the class or teaching group 

 
5.2  Assessment 
 

All pupils progress is assessed continuously and periodically (annually and end of 
Key Stage) and their teachers form a judgement regarding their ‘best fit’ with  

a) National or Pre-National Curriculum level descriptors, or 
b) EQUALS ‘Moving On’ Key Skills descriptors 

 
Each pupil’s progress in History will be assessed annually, and their Pre national 
curriculum or National Curriculum levels recorded, via the BARE software. 
Ongoing assessment will also be required, in order to inform future teaching and 
to give substance to the annual BARE assessment.  

 
These assessments will be based on: 

a) careful observation, discussion and recording of each pupil’s progress, 
b) witness statements, annotated hard copies of the individual’s work, 

and/or 
c) photographic or video evidence of the pupil’s involvement 

 
5.3 Reporting 
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Individual attainment in History is reported annually to parents via the End of Year 
Report and at the end of each Key Stage as a part of the pupil’s Record of 
Achievement. 

 
5.4 Role of the Subject Co-ordinator 
 

Each subject co-ordinator will be responsible for monitoring the delivery of the 
subject and will spend the equivalent of 2 hours per week of ‘directed time’ in 
carrying out these duties.  
 
The History co-ordinator will: 
 

a) oversee the long term planning process, ensuring consistency and 
progression across key stage cycles.  

b) have an annual budget which will be used to ensure that there are 
appropriate resources to support the teachers’ delivery of the topics 
and to develop the subject according to the subject action plan 

c) be responsible for the management and maintenance of shared subject 
resources 

d) advise class teachers on health and safety matters related to the 
subject 

 
The co-ordinator will also assist the Head teacher in drawing up an annual Action 
Plan, informed by a cycle of review and evaluation of previous plans. 

 
6. Health & Safety 
 

Teachers are expected to use their professional judgement in ensuring pupil 
safety at all times during the school day. If any teacher has doubts about the safe 
use of materials or equipment then he/she must contact the subject co-ordinator 
for advice before the event. 

 
7. Policy Review 

 
7.1 It will be reviewed by the Subject Co-ordinator over the coming year and any 

amendments discussed with the Head teacher in order for the Policy to be 
presented to the School Governors. 
 

7.2 This Policy has been drawn up with reference to the following documents and 
guidance:  

 History in the National Curriculum in Wales 

 QCA guidelines (website) 

 National Curriculum guidelines (website) 

 EQUALS documentation 


